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ME MO&AMDVEi M'O&s Sec rotary of .Sefense 
SUBJECT 


ReepoaaibJLty for overflight* af 

Denied Areas 


i, With ike incept i.wi of the U-4 program for the overflight 
of denied area* in IfSS, it wee decided toy highest authority 
that CIA would, toe responsible for each operations* Since that 
time CIA has conducted )?i everlTlighis ever the Soviet Union, 
Cornu • eaist China* European $ stellites* the Middle East* 


satellite reconnaissance which «»* until recently also nader 
the operational control of CIA, 

4. The only 2 deviation * fro < this procedure of CIA control 
during the T years to which the progress has heea active have 
been, the high and low -level overflights over Cuba beginning 
in October 11141 when these hoc nine overt operations and 


These two programs have been natter 


the control of the JKC. 


3* The direction of these op* rations one been carried eat 
by a email group of highly experienced Air Force officers 
and CIA civilian* nsiag an operations center in CIA Headquarters. 
This group hat direct and e*t**»*ely rapic and secure 
cominaaicatioae to the units in the field, whether they are 
based at Edwards* ths hems base of the CIA U-d unit* or at 


Southeast Asia including the Sine- Indian border and Indonesia. 

This program has toss a doadnetad with the loss of only 
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Powers' flight over Soviet Russia 

1 




T&# aircraft ptmgwmm war mf^iaasattaa m i?ai ay | 


25 X 1 D 
25 X 1 D 


ire! %sle$ 


E*«l«S««i HIM * 

awngrasiiflg aat 
nelusKiniin 


r °f SEUHET 


0140-43 

Cop y 2 


25 X 1 A 


Approved For Release 2002/06/25 : CIA-RDP66R00546R0001 00090356-2 


I 




25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2002/06/25 : CIA-RDP66R00546R0001 00090356-2 

T \ 1 r 1'*t r 

VI vfct; 


Page 


014Q-&3 

l 


a wic# variety of deployment Su*tx overt aa*. in accordance 
with agreement* worked oat with the- jrc$ tsi tho Air Fare*, 
it ha* be »n possible to obtain very r apim if.ii Usury support for 
these ope ration* using streamlined arocedure*. As a 
consequence, it ha* haem possible to carry out operation* ia 
rtrpaait to requirements d«svelo.>e< by U$JB and approved by 
the Special Croup and highest authority rapidly and in a highly 
secure .-v,aaaar which also p rev ties m degree of plausible 
denial to the United States Gwttmr e as. The importance of 
the Intelligence which has been acquired by these operations 
over the pant seven years cannot: bo evera* ophasiseeU 

4. In developing the present NRG Agreement, it was clearly 
understood and an stated la paragraph Ill / . that the MMO 
would m eke maximum use of the appropriate technical anti 
operational capabilities and reaoerres of toe PUB and CIA, 

The placement of the IRC in centre! d operations for the KS.O 
does not appear consist* at with the e see of CIA 

resources. A more appropriate system would appear to 
Involve assigning the responsibility t& the JRC as it presently 
satiate for control of overflights suitable for military control 
as are presently agree.-- between the BC1 and tfa* Secretary of 
Defease. Similarly, the present aswigao-ent of responsibility 
for control of all cevert overflight** should be continued with 
the CIA using Its present method of operation. These two 
programs could then h# r* onitore-i see co-ordinated by a very 
small group in the MHO .Staff. 
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